
December, 2007
Merry Christmas
The greatest event in human history and yet it barely registers in 
human consciousness today among many of this planet’s inhabit-
ants. Yes, Christmas is controversial in many lands. It is reduced to a 
consumerist orgy in western nations and hardly making an impres-
sion in the rest of the world.

But is this a true picture of what Christmas means in the heart 
and souls of people? Once again we take a look at this central event 
and consider its place in modern life, how it is celebrated, how it is 
welcomed, how it is denied, and how it touches all creation.

There are four excerpts taken from the December issue of The 
Interim, Canada’s life and family newspaper. Two deal with the 
meaning of Christmas, one deals with environmentalism, and one 
with the need for legal progress in protecting human life. All can be 
considered in light of the Christmas reality – what God has done for 
creation and especially human beings.

There are only a few days left before the Christmas break, please 
note that the Father Ted Colleton Scholarship has the deadline of 
December 31, 2007 for the submission of applications and accom-
panying essays. Encourage students to enter the contest and remind 
them of the deadline.

A Christmas message
No matter what our age we hope for more than presents at 
Christmas and well we should. Faced with the pressure to 
spend and/or to consume in order to be happy, young and 
old alike seek meaning behind all the fun, decorations and 
frenzied activities associated with Christmas. An objective 
observer from another world would think that Christmas 
was a festival to the gods of money and shopping. We can 
do better. We must do better. We need to recognize that 
Christ is at the center. God has come to us. Let us rejoice 
and be glad!! Our litany of Christmas wishes and prayers 
might include these:

Let our hearts be open like the shepherds. 

Let us also keep watch by night. 

Let us hear the angels’ glorious announce-
ment.

Let us dare to hope and to wonder with 
awe.

Let us be surprised by the coming of God 
in the baby Jesus. 

Let us respond and Let us go to 
Bethlehem, let us go to church to adore 
Him and praise Him.

Let us fall on our knees to worship Him and to offer Him 
the gift of ourself.

Let us love Him by loving and serving His human family and 
caring for all His creation.

Let Christmas be a peaceful feast for all people.

Peace on earth, which all men of every era have most 
eagerly yearned for can be firmly established only if the 
order laid down by God be dutifully observed.

The Creator of the world has imprinted in man’s heart 
an order which his conscience reveals to him and enjoins 
him to obey. 

Any human society, if it is to be well-ordered and pro-
ductive must lay down as a foundation this principle: 
every human being is a person, that is, his nature is 
endowed with intelligence and free will. He has rights and 
obligations flowing from his very nature.

Every man has the 
right to life and to 
the means for devel-
opment of life: food, 
clothing, shelter, rest, 
medical care and 
social services.

Pacem in Terra, 
encyclical, Pope 

John XXIII, 1963
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The student must submit a typed original essay, 
(approximately 800-1000 words in length) 
postmarked no later than December 31, 2007 

Subject:
Critiquing or commenting on a work of art (music, 
novel, play, song, poem, painting, sculpture, 
television series, feature film) 
that offers a hopeful pro-life message. 

The student should explain how and why the 
chosen work of art can be thusly characterized.
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Christmas comes under siege again
Tony Gosgnach, The Interim, December 2007

’Tis the season to call it anything but Christmas.

As with each year in the recent past, there seems to be a 
concerted effort in an increasing number of sectors to avoid 
calling this holiday period what it really is. In response, 
however, there is also a countervailing emphasis being 
placed on reminding society at large of the real reason for 
the season.

The founder of the American Family Association says 
he expects more battles with retailers and government 
officials who try to censor Christmas this year, out of a mis-
placed devotion to political correctness at the expense of 
Christians.

“I’ve got news for them. Some of our volunteers are 
ready to let them know they’re not going to do business 
with them if they censor Christmas out of Christmas,” says 
Don Wildmon. His organization last year threatened to 
boycott Wal-Mart over that retailer’s removal of the word 
“Christmas” from all its seasonal promotions. After Wal-Mart 
eventually relented and added the word, the AFA cancelled 
the boycott.

This year, the AFA is staging Project Merry Christmas, 
which involves the distribution of buttons and car magnets 
reading, “Merry Christmas: God’s Good News.”

The popular online news site WorldNetDaily is offering 
a “Christmas Defence Kit” in order to “fight off the ACLU 
(American Civil Liberties Union) grinches in style.” The kit 
offers a choice of three bumper stickers: “This is America! 
And I’m going to say it: ‘Merry Christmas!’” “It is STILL a 
wonderful life – Merry Christmas!” and “Merry Christmas! 
An American Tradition.” Also available are Reason for the 
Season Auto Magnets and the Operation: Just Say “Merry 
Christmas” Bracelet.

The Knights of Columbus Catholic men’s fraternal orga-
nization, based in New Haven. Conn., is staging its annual 
“Keep Christ in Christmas” campaign, which features public 
service announcements on radio and televi-
sion. The K of C’s individual councils are 
encouraged to take part in a Light Up for 
Christ program, which entails a Christmas 
tree or Nativity Scene lighting ceremony on 
the first Tuesday of December to commemo-
rate Christ’s birth. Support materials are also 
offered, including posters, billboards and 
Christmas accoutrements. See www.kofc.org 
for more information.

For the third year, the U.S. Christian 
Defence Coalition and Faith and Action have 
launched a Nativity Project to encourage the 
display of Nativity Scenes in public areas 
throughout the country. “Sadly, we are see-
ing an erosion and crushing of religious 
freedoms across America,” says CDC director, 
Rev. Patrick J. Mahoney. “We must constantly 
remind our public officials that the Constitution promises 
freedom of religion, not freedom from religion.”

The Rutherford Institute has published the 12 Rules of 
Christmas (available online at www.rutherford.org/resourc-
es/legal-12rules.asp) to give U.S. citizens – but most would 
be applicable in Canada as well – the legal guidelines on 
what can and cannot be done to celebrate the season. 

The institute reports its legal hotline has been ringing off 
the hook with parents’ complaints that traditional school 
Christmas concerts are now being called “winter holiday 
programs” as part of a “winter festival.”

In other areas of concern:

Mrs. Fields added Christmas cookie gifts to the holiday 
section of its website in response to heat it received for ini-
tially avoiding any mention of “Christmas” products out of 
fear of offending people

After unceremoniously removing all of its Christmas trees 
in the middle of the night last year, the Seattle-Tacoma 
International Airport this season will dispense with any 
religious symbols and just celebrate “winter”

A Nativity Scene will be allowed in the Capitol rotunda in 
Olympia, Wash. this year, as the result of a lawsuit brought 
against the state a year ago when officials put up a “holiday” 
tree and allowed a menorah to be displayed, but refused 
permission for the Nativity

A U.K. Labour party think tank wants to cancel Christmas 
on the grounds that it is a “white” holiday that 
offends Britain’s immigrants. The Institute 
for Public Policy Research says Christmas 
“should be downgraded to help race rela-
tions”

City leaders in Fort Collins, Colo. are 
hearing from people angry over a proposal 
to remove religious symbols from that city’s 
holiday decorations. Officials are considering 
limiting the decorations to white lights and 
winter symbols like snowflakes. There hasn’t 
been a vote yet, so there’s been no decision

As noted in a previous issue of The Interim, 
the children’s fantasy film The Golden 
Compass, which features a little girl on a 
quest to kill God, is set for a release timed to 
insult both Hannukah and Christmas

Voters in Berkley, Mich. have turned down an amend-
ment to the city’s charter that would have allowed the return 
of a Nativity Scene on the lawn outside their city hall

An 85-year-old Florida grandmother was initially told 
she could not display any religious words or items associ-
ated with Christmas in the common area of her apartment 
building, before the Department of Housing and Urban 
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Development recognized it was mistaken

Future assaults by “Christmas assassins” are already being 
planned. Word is that director Ron Howard is pushing for a 
Christmas 2009 release for The Da Vinci Code II.

Officials with Lowe’s stores have renewed a commitment 
to sell “Christmas” decorations and trees this year after the 
American Family Association drew attention to the fact the 
company’s catalogues were referring to “family” trees

Sears Canada’s Toronto Eaton Centre store was seen to 
have dropped “Christmas” from its seasonal slogan. It’s now 
known as simply, “The Wish Store.”

David Kupelian, vice-president and managing editor of 
WorldNetDaily, has noted on that website that the kind of 
atheist who attacks Christmas “breathes a kind of magic air, 
but of a very different variety. He is his own god, or so it 
seems. That kind of freedom has a sort of sweet stench – a 
little like those green Christmas-tree-shaped air fresheners 
that people hang from their car’s rear-view mirror, meant to 
make the car smell better but which actually emit an offen-
sive odor. Just so, the ‘sweetness’ of pride, of being your 
own god and master of your destiny, has a spiritual scent 
that is noxious to sincere seekers of truth.”

The meaning of Christmas
Michael Coren, The Interim, December 2007

This Christmas I will fall to my knees at church and thank 
and praise God for the birth of his Son. Why? The evidence 
of the early church, the eyewitness accounts from neutral 
or even hostile sources, the ever-increasing tangible proof 
from archeological digs and the abundantly meagre nature 
of the standard objections.

Let us remember the innocent, crying baby born in an 
occupied and troubled land 2,000 years ago for the sole 
purpose of dying. The great paradox of history. A birth that 
found ultimate purpose in death. God who came to earth 

in the most vulnerable human form. Victory in defeat. Glory 
in humiliation.

It probably did not happen in December and the actual 
date is largely irrelevant. It is that it happened rather than 
when it happened that is of importance. The evidence for 
his birth and existence is overwhelming, but on this day, 
it is the meaning rather than the information that should 
concern us.

The great conduit of salvation is made flesh. God had 
sent prophets, had performed miracles and provided life 
and happiness for his people, most of whom then chose to 
ignore Him or worse. Finally, He makes the ultimate sacri-
fice and becomes one of us. Feels pain, rejection and the 
cancerous violence that has infected us since The Fall.

The Nativity, however, is only the culmination of God’s 
plan that began in Nazareth, with Mary accepting her role 
in the coming of the Messiah. Her humility and her acquies-
cence is, again, part of that divine paradox. In her pristine 
submission, she is eternally triumphant.

This is not complacency, but active collaboration. The 
Virgin becomes part of the great underground movement, 
the Queen of the resistance against darkness and death.

How different is the spirit of this woman from that which 
is supposed to characterize the contemporary feminine 
character. My body, my life, my will. Not so with immaculate 
Mary. My body and life and will, she says, are all the product 
of you and your love, my God. I am made whole by obedi-
ence.

Similarly with Joseph, her husband and the stepfather of 
her Son. He defies the prejudice and doubt of his culture 
and time to surrender to God’s plan for all humanity. How 
easy and acceptable it would have been for him to leave 
this pregnant woman and to start a different and separate 
life. Even his willingness to retreat from the centre of the 
Messianic stage for the birth and childhood of Jesus shows 
the revolutionary detours of God’s map.

It is a girl who, at a time when women could not even 
give evidence in a court of law, is used by God to transform 
history and begin the universe anew. God could have made 
the world believe, made the ground shake, made his Son 
an obvious king and master. But that is force rather than 
love and would work directly against our free will and thus 
contradict his devotion to us.

This baby grows up to tell us that the meek, the peace-
makers and the persecuted will inherit the world, not the 

Questions 

1. What seems to motivate those people and groups 
who object to the true celebration of Christmas and 
want to ban it from the public square? List a few 
examples from the United States and around the 
world of “Christmas assassins”?

2. Are there Canadian examples of the same effort to 
secularize? Have you experienced this phenomenon, 
the censoring of Christmas? What can students do 
about it? Do they care?

3. How are some groups responding/fighting back 
against the banning of Christmas in this way?

4. Which of the above approaches are most appealing?

5. Are there any legitimate reasons for curtailing the cel-
ebration of Christmas?

6. “Tis the season to call it anything but Christmas”. 
When considering the presentation of the facts, does 
Gosgnach make his point effectively?

7. What is the most convincing evidence that he offers?

8. Would you agree with the sentiments expressed in 
the concluding quotation from David Kupelian?



strong and the powerful. A Messiah born so far away, so long 
ago, who takes conventional thinking and understanding 
and translates it into a language of liberation.

A liberation, of course, so dreadfully misunderstood by a 
modern world. Freedom comes through wisdom and wis-
dom is only achieved when we fear, know and love God. 
The baby allowed to be born became and is the conduit 
for salvation yet today He is so often rejected, abused, mar-
ginalized and mocked. He knew that would happen. Knew 
that the war on believers, the unborn, the elderly and the 
vulnerable would break our hearts but not our faith and our 
will to fight on.

Finally, a baby who as a man dies an agonizing and 
humiliating death for us, only to rise again and to hold out 
his hand for all time, so that by accepting it, we will join Him 
in eternal bliss and completion. The baby becomes a man 
so that men and women can become as babies and crawl 
into his arms.

This is what the birth of Jesus Christ, Christmas, means to 
all those who believe and promises to all those who do not. 
It is why I shall fall to my knees and pray and thank God. 
The cries of a baby that echoed around the world and still 
sound the opening of the gates of paradise.

Have a blessed and joyful Christmas and know that real 
life has not yet begun and this is only the land of shadows.

Rescuing the moral environment
Donald DeMarco, The Interim, December 2007

I have a friend in Quebec who wrote to Canada’s top envi-
ronmental guru, David Suzuki, asking him to consider how 
the “moral environment” impacts on the “material environ-
ment,” a point that is missing from Suzuki’s voluminous 
statements about the environment. He received a terse 
response in which the celebrated doctor stated that he had 
neither time nor interest to pursue the matter.

It is not uncommon for environmentalists to accord 
primacy to the environment and assign a secondary role to 
human beings. In his book, Earth in the Balance, Al Gore 
states, “We must make the rescue of the environment the 
central organizing principle for civilization.” His readers, 
however, must ask how they can build a civilization without 
recognizing the primacy of civility. Moreover, does the envi-
ronment have its own interests apart from its serviceability 
to life, especially human life? It is no easy task to rescue 
something that is all-pervasive and envelops us.

My friend would undoubtedly suggest that the notion of 
the environment should be rescued from certain over-zeal-
ous environmentalists and returned to an organic frame-
work that integrates the moral and the material. Only then 
would our responsibility for our environment make sense.

The truth of the matter is that the evidence for a link 
between the moral and the environmental is both available 
and undeniable. Let us consider one rather startling exam-
ple. The Denver Post, in 2005, reported a study that biolo-
gists John Woodling and David Norris carried out on trout in 
Colorado’s Boulder Creek. The normal male-female ratio of 
these fish is 1:1. Woodling and Norris discovered that of the 
123 fish they randomly caught on four fishing expeditions 
(March and October, 2002, September 2003, June 2004), 
there were 101 female, 12 male, and 10 of such an unusual 
hybrid of male and female that researchers could not decide 
how they should be identified. Of 20 trout caught on May 7, 
2002, in the South Platte River, 16 were female and 4 were 
identified as this curious “intersex.”

How did this striking imbalance in the sex ratios come 
about? The two biologists traced the cause to the female 
hormone estrogen that they found in samples from Boulder 
Creek. The estrogen, they concluded, brought about this 
“unnatural feminization.” Further, they traced the presence 
of estrogen to human sources, primarily birth-control pills, 
Norplant, Depo-Provera and birth control patches that con-
tain estrogen. The amount of estrogen from contraceptive 
sources put into a woman’s blood stream to suppress ovula-
tion is up to 400 times her natural level.

These hormones do not metabolize. They are released 
through urine and find their way to the local water treat-
ment plant. Such plants are not equipped to deal with them 
and as a result, the estrogen is released into surrounding 
rivers and streams.

Woodling told the Post that, “It’s the first thing that I’ve 
seen as a scientist that really scared me ... It’s one thing to 
kill a river,” he went on to say. “It’s another thing to kill 
nature.”

What Woodling and Norris discovered, of course, is “an 
inconvenient truth.” Environmentalists have been reluctant 
to acknowledge its validity. Other studies, however, done in 
Switzerland, for example, have provided additional confir-
mation of the problem. The biological tandem is adamant 
that the primary cause of the gross imbalance of the trout 
– and one that jeopardizes their future in Boulder Creek 
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Questions 

1. According to Michael Coren what is revolutionary 
about Christmas and its real meaning?

2. Is the date chosen for the actual celebration impor-
tant or not? Why?

3. How are Mary and Joseph paradoxical models in their 
own day and in comparison with more worldly men 
and women of today?

4. How is Jesus’ message one of liberation?

5. Is Christmas a new beginning for the world and all of 
creation?
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– is the use of estrogen contained in contraceptives that are 
widely utilized in the Denver and Boulder areas.

Most radical environmentalists are pro-abortion and 
favour population control. Therefore, they are reluctant to 
oppose the use of contraception, even where there is scien-
tific evidence that it creates environmental hazards. Colin 
Mason, writing for the Population Research Institute Review 
(September-October 2007), stated: “Laissez-faire contracep-
tive use has given us increased promiscuity, higher rates 
of abortion and dramatic health risks. Now, it is becoming 
clear that it is slowly poisoning the environment around us 
as well.”

My friend’s point is well taken: we are not true environ-
mentalists until we incorporate the moral dimension into 
the equation. This may be an inconvenient truth, but it 
remains uncompromisable. Those who would be custodi-
ans of the garden must first be guardians of the home.

Donald DeMarco is professor emeritus at St. Jerome’s 
University and adjunct professor at Holy Apostles College 
and Seminary, Mater Ecclesiae College.

Additional sources
http://www.mote.org/index.php?src=directory&srctype=display&vie
w=magazine&id=704
an excellent article explaining the effect of ecoestrogens on 
marine life. They make the same connection about various 
sources of synthetic estrogen and their effects on marine 
biology. The worst pollutant is believed to be the birth con-
trol pill.

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/local/124939_estrogen04.html
another article making similar claims about fish in Oregon.

http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2003/06/030605083154.htm
article highlights how short term exposure to estrogen cuts 
fish fertility

http://archive.southcoasttoday.com/daily/01-07/01-14-07/01perspec-
tive.htm
another article on estrogens (human hormones) hurting 
marine life, this example being lobsters

http://www.icsf.net/icsf2006/uploads/publications/samudra/pdf/eng-
lish/issue_37/art03.pdf
article that shows the effects of certain chemical pollutants, 
from sea to toxic sea

http://starbulletin.com/1999/08/07/news/story5.html
The marine scientists want to know why there are more 
female fishes

Go all the way in protecting life
Rory Leishman, The Interim, December 2007

In a remarkable article entitled, “New Life Matters,” which 
was published in the National Post on Nov. 6, Margaret 
Somerville, the founding director of the Centre for Law, 
Ethics and Medicine at McGill University, acknowledged: 
“The fetus is a new human life” and she added: “That mat-
ters ethically and should matter legally.” 

Quite so. Somerville advanced this argument in the 
course of discussing criminal assaults on pregnant women. 
She noted: “In the past three years, at least five pregnant 
women, along with their babies, have been killed in Canada 
in violent attacks.” Yet, in every case, the offender could 
only be charged with killing the mother. There is no provi-
sion in the Criminal Code of Canada prohibiting the deliber-
ate killing or injuring of a baby in the womb.

That does not sit well with 
most Canadians. In a recent 
Environics Poll, 72 per cent 
said they would support leg-
islation making it a separate 
crime to kill or injure a fetus 
during a criminal attack on 
the mother. In this same poll, 

In waterways around Seattle, some male English sole have proteins 
normally only found in females. Male Potomac River bass and sunfish have 
been found carrying immature eggs. In Nevada, male carp in a particular 
lake – one subject to Las Vegas wastewater runoff – have depressed levels 
of male sex hormones and smaller than average testes. In California, male 
fish off the coast of LA and Orange County have been found with ovarian 
tissue in their testes. Feminized fish are also found in England, Japan, and 
Denmark. All thought to be due to estrogen contamination of water

Dr. Margaret Somerville is the founding 
director of the Centre for Medicine, 
Ethics and Law at McGill University, 
where she holds the Samuel Gale Chair 
in the Faculty of Law and is a professor in 
the Faculty of Medicine. As a consultant 
to numerous government and non-governmental bodies, she has worked with 
the World Health Organization, the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Human Rights and UNESCO. She Has received a number of honorary doctorates 
in law, is the recipient of many awards, including the Order of Australia, and 
is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada. Dr. Somerville is a well-known 
speaker and writer, both nationally and internationally.

Questions

1. Does the “moral environment” impact on the “material 
environment”? How?

2. What hard scientific evidence is there for this link?

3. What specifically is the “inconvenient truth” discovered 
by Woodling and Norris?

4. How does DeMarco admonish the radical environmen-
talists?

5. What does DeMarco mean with his concluding state-
ment: those who would be custodians of the garden 
must first be guardians of the home?

6. Do more research on this topic in other journals or via 
internet sites.

7. Why is this link not reported in mass media? 

8. Are we not called to be true stewards of  creation?
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Canadians were asked: “At what point in human 
development should the law protect human life?” In 
response, 34 per cent of the women and 26 per cent 
of the men said from conception on. Altogether, 62 per 
cent said the law should protect babies at some time 
prior to birth.

As it is, thanks to the calamitous 1988 ruling of the 
Supreme Court of Canada in Morgentaler, Canada has 
no law protecting human life in the womb from abor-
tion. Canada also has no law prohibiting the killing or 
wounding of a baby in the womb by any means other 
than abortion because, in conformity with the policy 
preference of the Supreme Court of Canada, Parliament 
has specified in Section 223 of the Criminal Code that: 
“A child becomes a human being within the meaning of 
this Act when it has completely proceeded, in a living 
state, from the body of its mother.”

One is reminded of the immortal words of Mr. 
Bumble: “If the law supposes that, the law is a ass – a 
idiot.”

Somerville observed in her article: “Seeing the fetus 
as an unborn victim of crime … causes us to see the 
fetus as what it is, an early human life. Those who sup-
port abortion must be able to square that fact with their 
belief that abortion is ethical in certain circumstances.” 
Somerville counts herself among those who believe that 
abortion is ethical in certain circumstances. It follows, 
by her own logic, that she must also believe it is ethical in 
certain circumstances to kill an innocent human being.

That proposition is dead wrong. Our Judeo-Christian civi-
lization is based on the principle: “Thou shalt not kill.” And 
it follows that no circumstance, no purpose, no law what-
soever can ever justify the deliberate killing of an innocent 
human being either inside or outside the womb.

As a medical ethicist, Somerville should champion the 
sanctity of all human life, but, like so many of her trendy 
academic colleagues, she fails to do so. At least, though, she 
supports an unborn victims of crime act as well as some 
restrictions on abortion, including the enactment of an 
informed-consent law stipulating that prior to consenting to 
an abortion, “the woman must be given information about 
the mental and physical health risks abortion poses.”

Somerville also favours the adoption of a fetal pain 
awareness act requiring a physician to advise a woman who 
is contemplating a later-term abortion about scientific evi-
dence indicating that after 20 weeks, an abortion causes the 
fetus to die “in excruciating pain.” Somerville furthermore 
proposes that under this same law, the woman would “have 
to be offered anesthesia for the fetus, which it would be her 
choice to take or decline.”

The mind boggles. How can anyone suggest that the law 
should allow a mother to refuse anesthesia to her baby prior 
to an abortion and thereby condemn the child to death in 
excruciating pain? Surely, Somerville will promptly recon-
sider this barbaric suggestion.

In concluding her article, Somerville underlined what 
should be an obvious truth – that “having no law (on abor-
tion) is not a neutral stance. It contravenes values that form 
part of the bedrock of Canadian society.”

Indeed.

Questions

1. Why is there no Canadian law regarding violence com-
mitted against the human fetus.?

2. What laws are being proposed to change this situation?

3. Do the suggestions of medical ethicist Margaret 
Somerville in this regard make sense?

4. What does Leishman criticize about her “barbaric” pro-
posal?

5. How is the birth of Jesus the ultimate pro-life story?

6. How does this notion relate to the article by Rory 
Leishman?
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1. The custom of sending Christmas cards started in  a) 
Britain in 1840  b) Austria in 1853 c) United States in 
1870  d) Colombia in 1912.

2. Santa Claus is based on a real person  a) St. Nicholas 
of Smyrna, Turkey b) the Dutch Sinter Klaas c) Russia’s 
Tzar Nicholas II  d) Nicolaus Balbusian of Armenia.

3. The day following Christmas Day is called ‘Boxing Day’. 
It originated in a) medieval England  b) Renaissance 
France  c) 4th century Egypt  d) 1920’s Canada.

4. The first Christmas tree was decorated in 1510 in a) 
Prussia  b) Poland  c) Latvia d) Belgium.

5. Outdoor light displays first made their appearance in a) 

China b) Holland  c) Russia  d) United States.

6. Christmas pageants that reenact the Nativity of Jesus 
started with a) Saint Francis of Assisi in Italy b) the saint-
ly Emperor Jagello of Lithuania  c) St. Patrick of Ireland 
d) St. Edward the Confessor in England.

7. During the 1670’s a choirmaster had sugar sticks bent 
into a shepherd’s staff and passed out to children 
attending the Christmas services. This occurred first in 
a) Spain b) Germany c) Sweden d) Mexico

8. The tradition of making gingerbread cookies and 
gingerbread houses is a popular activity during the 
Christmas season, and it began in a) Paraguay b) New 
Zealand c) Norway d) Germany.

Fun Trivia
Circle the correct answer to these customs/traditions associated with Christmas.

Answers under the Christmas Tree

1. a) 2. a) 3. a) 4.c) 5. d) 6.a) 7.b) 8. d)
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Yahoo Forum for Teachers
Lastly, we bring to teachers’ attention the forma-
tion of a yahoo group to serve as a forum for 
pro-life educators to exchange ideas, views, and 
communicate their thoughts and teaching strate-
gies on key life issues of the day. You are encour-
aged to join the group and make your own con-
tributions. This is one simple way to expand the 
culture of life.

The address is: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/TheInterimPlus/ 

Please tell friends and colleagues about this 
new link for communicating with like minded 
educators. There is so much to be done and so 
few to do it, especially when the few do not realize 
how numerous they actually are because they are 
not in contact with one another. Nominate friends 
and fellow teachers. Send this call out to them.

Also, if you have a resource to share we will 
gladly post it for others to access.

How to join The Interim Plus via the group page:
1. Locate the group (http://groups.yahoo.com/group/TheInterimPlus/).

2. Click on the Join This Group button on front (home) page, as seen above.

3. If you are not signed in, you will be asked to enter your Yahoo! ID. If you do not have a Yahoo! ID, you can register 
by clicking on the Sign Up link.

4. Set your membership preferences. When you join, you can choose a profile you would like to display to the group, 
select the email address at which you would like to receive group messages, choose how you receive group mes-
sages, and more.

May you Have a very Merry  
and Blessed CHristMas  
and a Happy new year

FroM all oF us at tHe interiM plus


